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"If you are fortunate enough to be travelling in India, and specially in the regions that he has already

covered, then look no further. This is the one book you really need"  "Ward, in one sweep of his pen,

with the strength of his convictions to back him, convinces his readers of the reality and the magic

that is India". - The Hindustan Times  Bombay is the pulsating commercial capital of India. its chief

port, and point of entry for most visitors by air. Yet already one senses authentic India: that heady

diversity of colours, cultures,languages, cuisine and easy tolerance amid bustling bazaars and

Victorian buildings. Beyond Bombay, the hinterland of Maharashtra State offers great cave-temples

at Ajanta, Aurangabad and Ellora, the pilgrimage towns of Shirdi, Pandharpur and Nasik, Shivajiâ€˜s

rock fortresses, and the pleasures of Kolhapur, Ahmadnagar, Pune, Daulatabadâ€™s castle, and

cool hill-stations such as Matheran and Mahabaleshwar. Vast Karnataka is worth weeks of

exploration, beginning in its pleasant capital Bangalore, spacious Mysore, hilly Mercara, coastal

Mangalore, Jog Waterfalls, the immense ruined capital of Vijayanagar, such wondrous Islamic cities

as Bijapur, Gulbarga and Bidar, and the splendours of Hoysala dynasty Hindu temples in

Somnathpur, Belur and Halebid. Western India focuses on the Jain centre at Sravana Belagola, the

magnificence of Aihole and Pattadakal, Tipu Sultanâ€™s capital Srirangapatnam, and the Shiva

temple on Elephanta Island. Intended for first-time visitors as well as for experienced travellers keen

to understand the background to the vision, Western India provides a sympathetic and thoughtful

companion to some of India's most rewarding sights.For sheer depth of understanding and quality of

information, this title represents essential background information for anyone thinking of travelling to

this area and, as such, remains unsurpassed since its first publication in 1991.  See also: Gujarat,

Daman Diu (Search 978-0906672228), Rajasthan, Agra, delhi (Search 978-0906672440) South

India: Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Goa (search 978-0900891311).  Part of the Oleander Classics series,

this title has been reproduced using the highest-quality modern scanning technology. This is in

order to keep important works from the Pressâ€™s 50-year history from going out of print. In this

way, the invaluable resources provided by this and other books in the series remain available for

general readers, academics and other interested parties.
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